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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
New initiative will enhance cutting-edge technology 
Housed at CHS, initiative will 
help improve area's economy by 
highlighting biotech industry 
Grand Valley President Mark A. Murray and 
Grand Rapids Mayor George Heartwell have 
launched an initiative that will enhance the 
ability of local businesses to develop cutting 
edge technology and products. 
The West Michigan Science and Technology 
Initiative at GVSU will serve as a hub for 
technology and product development assis-
tance in the Grand Rapids area. The new 
initiative will also operate the Grand Rapids 
Product Development Center. 
Grand Valley is joined in the initiative by its 
partners, the City of Grand Rapids, Van Andel 
Research Institute, Right Place, Inc., and 
Grand Rapids Community College. These 
partners are pooling their resources to improve 
the Grand Rapids area economy through the 
development of technology, particularly in the 
bio-technology industry. 
The center, located on the fifth floor of the 
Cook-De Vos Center for Health Sciences, 
consists of wet-laboratory facilities, tissue 
Across Campus 
Displaying the national American Humanics 
award are GVSU senior Elizabeth Martin, left, 
and GVSU AH Director Annie Davies-
Maclachlan, right. With them is national AH 
President Kala Stroup, center. 
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Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Matt Dugener, fourth from left, explains the West Michigan Science and Technology Initiative 
during a news conference. Also pictured are (left to right) John Gracki, Bob Partridge, George 
Heartwell, Ray DeWinkle, President Mark A. Murray, Tim Myers and Susan Shannon. 
culture labs, specialized research and develop-
ment equipment such as fume hoods and 
autoclaves . The center also provides office 
space and conference faci lities . 
The initiative provides three primary services. 
The first is the provision of business start-up 
services that successfully launch new business 
ventures from platform technologies. 
"The Grand Rapids area has one of the 
strongest bio-technology clusters in the 
Midwest and we have the resources and faci li-
ties to assist in the commercialization of the 
extraordinary life science work that is being 
done here," said Matt Dugener, executive 
director of the initiative . 
continued on page 2 
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American Humanics 
program wins award 
Grand Valley's American Humanics program, 
an innovative, new course of study that links 
students from many different career paths to 
nonprofit opportunities in the community, has 
been recognized as the best new American 
Humanics program in the country. 
The program was selected for the Program 
Launch Award at the national American 
Humanics Management Institute, held in 
January in Kansas City. Six GVSU students and 
Annie Davies-MacLachlan , director of Grand 
Valley's AH program, accepted the award. 
"We were very pleased," said Amy Clough , a 
psychology senior in the program. "Those of 
us who stepped up into leadership roles this 
year really didn't know what we were getting 
ourselves into . We all believed in the mission 
of American Humanics and , therefore, com-
mitted ourselves to making it a strong pres-
ence on GVSU's campus . It means a lot to 
have our efforts recognized." 
Housed within Grand Valley 's School of 
Public and Nonprofit Administration, AH was 
initiated in the fall semester as an 18-credit 
certification program that requires internships 
in the community and helps prepare students 
continued on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
for careers in the nonprofit sector. Designed to complement a variety of 
majors, AH attracts many students studying for degrees in business, 
psychology or other career fields. 
Qualifications include outstanding performance, personal/professional 
growth, cooperation with other campus units, contributions to the 
university as a whole, and interpersonal skills and relationships . 
The A/P Service Award will recognize individuals for outstanding service 
from each of the eight A/P groups . It is also open for enrollment to members of the community. One of the 
program's goals, said Davies-MacLachlan, is to reach out to those in the 
community interested in making a career switch to the nonprofit sector, or 
those who could benefit from additional nonprofit management skills. The 
overall goal is to equip people to become skilled professionals and leaders 
in nonprofit organizations. 
President Mark A. Murray will present awards at the annual A/P 
Luncheon on April 26. Nomination forms are posted on the A/P Web site, 
www.gvsu .edu/ap. Submissions may also be submitted by campus mail or 
e-mail. Send nomination forms to GVSU Human Resources, attention 
Bonnie Maka, 140 Lake Michigan Hall, by March 1; e-mail 
makab@gvsu.edu. Nationally, more than 80 colleges and universities offer American 
Humanics certification including two others in Michigan: Eastern and 
Western Michigan universities . Student leadership award 
nominations sought 
A/P award nominations due in March 
Nominations are sought for two Administrative/Professional staff awards. 
Nominations for the Kenneth R. Venderbush Student Leadership Award 
are due in the Dean of Students Office, 202 Student Services Building, by 
5 p.m. Thursday, February 5. 
The A/P Achievement Award, presented each winter, goes to an A/P staff 
member who has made a significant contribution to the university. The award will be presented to a senior at the Awards Banquet on April 5. 
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GVFaces 
Bill Neal, professor of geology 
What started as his hobby ended up being the 
defining work of his career. 
As Bill Neal, professor of geology looked back over 
the last 30 years, he said he never would have 
guessed his hobby would lead to more than two 
dozen books . 
"The publications I've contributed to were a labor of 
love, not for profit. I like to consider them 'science 
for the citizen,' something people can use and 
understand ," he said. 
The books evaluate the hazards of shorelines, pro-
viding valuable information for people looking to 
build a home along the water. Neal's research has 
taken him to just about every barrier island and 
coastal state in the U.S. 
"No matter where you live, you can find the book 
that explores the shoreline you're interested in, and 
you'll find all kinds of information including erosion 
rates, storm history, and even some construction 
suggestions," he said. 
He said it takes about three years to write one of the 
books because each is a team effort and includes a 
series of risk maps. The books have been so well-
Bill Neal 
received, Neal said , there have already been a few 
spin-offs that have taken him out of the United States. 
"I have been to Portugal, Columbia, and Mexico 's 
barrier islands just to name a few," he said. 
Neal said the travel and research for the books has 
been fulfilling, but that teaching is his real profes-
sion. He joined the Grand Valley faculty in 1971 and 
said he plans to retire in December. 
Neal is married with three daughters. His wife , 
Mary, worked at Grand Valley for 25 years. 
Initiative will help provide 'jump start' to new R&D endeavors 
continued from page 1 
Secondly, it will provide access to valuable, existing 
technology. The initiative is currently negotiating 
technology transfer arrangements with national cor-
porations and research institutions that will make 
new technology available to local firms. The third 
component is the provision of low-cost product 
development solutions through infrastructure that 
currently exists at Grand Valley and GRCC. 
"Conducting new product research and development 
is expensive and time-consuming," Dugener said. 
"Our intent is to identify existing technologies that 
can be incorporated into Grand Rapids area firms 
and provide the necessary development facilities and 
expertise to assist in their commercial application. 
Linking our companies to existing new product 
innovations will keep development costs down and 
provide a potential financial jump start." 
What's Ahead 
Writer/director will discuss 
'Black 14' documentary 
During the tumultuous 
1960s, it was a blip on 
the Civil Rights time-
line. A coach kicked 14 
black football players 
off his team because of 
their beliefs . But the 
events in Wyoming in 
1969 led to questions 
about freedom of 
speech and freedom of 
religion . 
'Niyi Coker, Jr. 
'Niyi Coker, Jr. , produced and directed a PBS 
documentary, "The Black 14," which recalls 
events at the University of Wyoming and 
includes current interviews with the players, all 
now successful businessmen. 
Coker, director of African American Studies at 
the University of Alabama-Birmingham, will 
show his film and discuss it on Thursday, 
February 5, at 6 p.m. in the Cook-DeWitt 
Center. Sponsored by the Office of 
Multicultural Affairs and part of GVSU's Black 
History Month celebration, the event is free and 
open to the public. For more information, call 
x12177 . 
On October 18, 1969, 14 Wyoming football 
players wore black armbands on their uniforms 
to protest a Mormon Church policy against 
allowing African-Americans to become priests . 
The coach refused to let them wear armbands 
and kicked them off the team. His decision led 
to a unique U.S. Constitution issue: whether or 
not black armbands violate the separation of 
church and state. 
Coker received a MFA degree in directing from 
City University of New York and a doctorate in 
African American Studies from Temple 
University. An accomplished director and actor, 
Coker also wrote a book, The Life and Music of 
Feta Kuti , about the Afrobeat musical legend. 
Activist filmmaker appears 
for School of Comm event 
The School of Communications ' 20th anniver-
sary celebration continues with a presentation 
by an award-winning 
documentary filmmaker 
on February 5. 
Rory Kennedy, well 
known for shedding light 
on difficult social issues, 
will speak on "Social 
Change Through 
Documentary 
Filmmaking" at 7 p.m. 
on Thursday in the 
DeVos Center's 
Rory Kennedy 
Loosemore Auditorium. The event is free and 
open to the public . 
Kennedy, co-founder and president of Moxie 
Firecracker Films, Inc., is widely considered 
one of the nation's most prolific independent 
documentary filmmakers. Her films have tack-
led such issues as AIDS, rural poverty, drug 
addiction, domestic abuse, and mentally retard-
ed parents . Her honest and unflinching portray-
als of everyday people caught up in weighty 
social problems have garnered numerous 
awards and been featured on HBO , A&E, MTV, 
Lifetime , The Oxygen Network, Court TV, TLC 
and PBS . 
Kennedy 's film "American Hollow" about an 
Appalachian family caught between century-old 
tradition and the encroaching modern world 
premiered to critical acclaim and received a 
Non-Fiction Primetime Emmy Award nomina-
tion. Most recently, Kennedy directed and pro-
duced "Pandemic: Facing AIDS," which fol-
lows the lives of five people living with AIDS. 
Her other films include "Epidemic Africa," 
"Fire in Our House" (on drug addiction) , "The 
Changing Face of Beauty," "Different Moms" 
(about mentally retarded parents raising chil-
dren) , and many others . 
Kennedy is expected to use scenes from her 
documentaries as part of her presentation. 
Actor brings Calvin 
Coolidge to Grand Rapids 
Biogs , Iraq and same-sex marriages are on the 
minds of presidential candidates and voters. 
Radio, Prohibition and 
women voting are on 
the mind of Calvin 
Coolidge, as portrayed 
by actor Jim Cooke. 
Grand Valley's 
Hauenstein Center for 
Presidential Studies 
and the Ford Museum 
and Ford Foundation 
are sponsoring 
Cooke's appearance at 
the Ford Museum in 
Jim Cooke 
Grand Rapids on February 5 at 8 p.m. His per-
formance is in conjunction with the 1920s 
exhibit, "All that Jazz ," which opened at the 
Ford Museum on January 31. 
Cooke has portrayed the 30th president of the 
United States in various productions since 1975. 
Those performances include Cooke in the Emmy 
Award-winning docudrama, "Campaign Fever." 
"Calvin Coolidge is Jim Cooke 's obsession," 
said Gleaves Whitney, director of the Hauenstein 
Center. "Those gathered in the Ford auditorium 
that night will think they are actually with 
President Coolidge. Cooke's show combines 
learning and entertainment. He 's fabulous." 
President's Ball set for 
DeVos Place 
Thousands of campus community members will 
be "Burning Away the Blues" at the 2004 
President's Ball on February 6 at De Vos Place 
in Grand Rapids. 
Hosted by President Mark A. Murray and the 
Student Senate, this marks the 18th annual ball . 
To recognize their outstanding contributions to 
the university, the Student Senate will honor 
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board member Jose Infante and Athletics 
Director Tim Selgo . The Student Award for 
Faculty Excellence will also be presented. 
A cocktail hour will begin at 5:30 p.m. featur-
ing student musicians; dinner follows and danc-
ing will begin at 9 p.m. Tickets for both the 
dinner and dance cost $20 per student, or $30 
for non-students . They must be purchased in 
advance and are available at the 20/20 
Information Desk in the Kirkhof Center, 101B 
De Vos, Holland Campus front desk, or from 
any Student Senator. Tickets for the dance only 
cost $5 and can be purchased in advance at the 
20/20 Information Desk or at the door. 
For more information , contact the Student 
Senate office at x12333 or senates@gvsu.edu. 
TIAA-CREF will hold 
counseling appointments 
Financial counselors will hold individual 
appointments to discuss retirement plans and 
supplemental retirement plans. 
Appointments can be made during the follow-
ing times: 
• Monday, February 9, 8:30 a.m. -5 p.m. , 
145 Lake Michigan Hall 
• Tuesday, February 10, 8:30 a.m . -5 p.m., 
145 Lake Michigan Hall 
• Wednesday, February 11 , 8:30 a.m. -5 p .m., 
499C De Vos Center 
To schedule an appointment, access the Web 
site, www.tiaa-cref.org , or contact Diane 
Fredrick at 800-842-2044, ext 1409. 
SCT to demonstrate latest 
system releases 
SCT Corporation will visit Grand Valley next 
week to demonstrate the latest releases of the 
Student Information System, Human Resources 
System and Financial Records System, as well 
as other new features . 
The presentations on February 11 and 12 will 
be in 104 Kirkhof Center and on February 13 in 
142 Kirkhof Center. 
Information Technology will be evaluating 
these systems for potential future upgrades . For 
more details or to register, visit 
scholar.gvsu .edu/it/sct. 
Mobile mammography unit 
will visit campus 
The Saint Mary 's Mobile Mammography Unit 
will travel to the Allendale Campus, Lot G, for 
appointments on March 31. 
The cost of the mammogram will be fully paid 
for members of the GVSU Group Medical Plan 
and Flexible Medical Plan . Priority Health mem-
bers will need a referral. Please bring insurance 
identification cards to the appointment. 
Call St. Mary 's at 752-6266 or 800-639-6266 to 
make an appointment. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Arts Hotline 616-331-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Tues., Feb. 3 
3-5 p.m.: FrLC Workshop, "Responding to 
Classroom Incivilities." 215/216 KC. 
Call x 13498 for more information. 
Wed., Feb. 4 
7:30-9 a.m.: Toastmasters International Club 
weekly meeting. 142 KC . Call x12204 for 
more information. 
12 noon: Arts at Noon Series. Classical guitarist 
Carlos De la Barerra, a new member of 
Grand Valley's music faculty, performs . CDC. 
Call x 13484 for more information. 
7 p .m.: Office of Multicultural Affairs and 
Women 's Center sponsor Black History 
Month event: Cultural Cafe Open Mic Night. 
161 KC. Call xl2748 for more information. 
Thurs., Feb. 5 
7:30-9 a.m.: Toastmasters International Club 
weekly meeting. University Club Room, 
DEV. Call x12204 for more information . 
4-8 p.m.: Provost's Office and Office of 
Multicultural Affairs sponsor Leadership 
Roundtable. 308 PAD. Call x12215 for more 
information . 
6 p .m.: Office of Multicultural Affairs sponsors 
Black History Month Event: 'Niyi Coker 
presents "Race and Sports: A Documentary of 
the Black 14." CDC. Call xl2177 for more 
information. 
7 p.m.: School of Communications 20th 
Anniversary Event features Rory Kennedy, 
award-winning documentary filmmaker. 
Loosemore Auditorium , DEV. Call x13668 
for more information. 
8 p.m.: Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies 
presents Calvin Coolidge interpreter Jim 
Cooke. Ford Museum, 303 Pearl St., Grand 
Rapids . Call x12770 for more information . 
Fri., Feb. 6 
5:30 p.m.-12 midnight: President's Ball. De Vos 
Place, Grand Rapids . Call x12333 for more 
information . 
7:30 p .m.: GVSU Opera Theatre presentation of 
"Guys and Dolls ." LAT, PAC. Call xl2300 to 
purchase tickets. 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Students rehearse scenes for the Opera Theatre 
production, "Guys and Dolls,,, running February 
6-15 at the Performing Arts Center. Featured 
are, left to right, Sarah Lowe, Josh Zoerhof, 
Sara Schrier and Mark Krieger. 
VENTS 
Sat., Feb. 7 
7:30 p.m.: GVSU Opera Theatre presentation of 
"Guys and Dolls." LAT, PAC . 
Sun., Feb. 8 
2 p.m.: GVSU Opera Theatre presentation of 
"Guys and Dolls." LAT, PAC. 
2 p.m.: Michigan College Goal Sunday. Area 
colleges , universities offer help with FAFSA 
forms. City Hope Ministries, 1975 Jefferson, 
Grand Rapids. 
Mon., Feb. 9 
8:30 a.m.-5 p .m.: TIAA-CREF Individual 
Counseling Appointments. 145 LMH. Contact 
Diane Fredrick at 800-842-2044, ext. 1409. 
1-2 p.m.: Counseling and Career Development 
Center Seminar, "I Can Quit Smoking" (1st 
of 6 sessions). 204 STU. Call xl3266 for 
more information. 
3-5 p.m.: Counseling and Career Development 
Center Seminar, "African-American Women: 
A Support Group for Sisters" (1st of 10 
sessions). 204 STU. Call xl3266. 
8 p.m.: Music Department Guest Artist Series. 
Performance by the Traditional Chinese Arts 
Ensemble of the Hunan Art School , 
Changsha, China. CDC. Call xl3484 for 
more information. 
···-----------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Kate Remlinger , associate professor of English, 
was interviewed by the Associated Press about 
language variation in the Upper Peninsula. 
Peimin Ni , professor of philosophy, was inter-
viewed by WGVU about the Chinese New Year 
and activities of the Chinese Association of 
Western Michigan . 
Jim Crawley, associate director for International 
Recruitment , was interviewed by WGVU about 
the recruitment and admission of international 
students at GVSU. 
Teresa Castelao-Lawless, associate professor of 
philosophy, was interviewed by Today's 
Manifesto , an Arabic journal from Morocco 
about her research in continental philosophy of 
science and in French epistemology. 
Gleaves Whitney , director of the Hauenstein 
Center for Presidential Studies , was interviewed 
by WGVU about the results of the New 
Hampshire Primary. 
Steven Hecht, associate professor of biomedical 
and health sciences , was interviewed by the 
Oakland Press about the avian flu and West Nile 
virus . 
Roger Moiles, instructor of political science, 
was interviewed by WOOD-AM and WZZM-
TVl 3 about the State of the Union address. 
Joe Helgert, associate professor of communica-
tions , was interviewed by WGVU about Super 
Bowl advertising. 
Sketches 
WGVU-TV won a National Educational 
Telecommunication Association award for its 
local production of "Petrushka," a puppet ballet 
performance at the Gilmore Keyboard Festival 
in Kalamazoo produced by Philip Lane. 
Paul Fishback , associate professor of mathemat-
ics, gave a presentation , titled "Mandelbrot Sets 
for Matrix Rings: Tales of Binary and Ternary 
Number Systems," at the Annual Joint Meetings 
of the American Mathematical Society and the 
Mathematical Association of America in Phoenix. 
Steven Schlicker, professor of mathematics , 
gave a presentation , titled "When Lines Go Bad: 
A Study in the Hausdorff Metric Geometry," at 
the Annual Joint Meetings of the American 
Mathematical Society and the Mathematical 
Association of America in Phoenix. 
Ed Aboufadel , associate professor of mathemat-
ics, gave a presentation , titled "Computer 
Science Majors Coding Graph Algorithms and 
Simulating Automata ," at the Annual Joint 
Meetings of the American Mathematical Society 
and the Mathematical Association of America in 
Phoenix . 
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